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RUMFORD. 


Bei: g d true and ercadful 


RELATION 


Of the fad and Dreadful cnd of one h bs 


WILLIAM STAPELFR: 


A Dr.wver, who committed a Rapt, or Raviſh, 


ment , upon the Body of a young Girl , that lodged 
in his houſe. 


For which he was mp before a Juſtice of the Peace , on 
Tueſday laſt being the 15. of this inſtaut September , who 
aſter his Examination hanged hinſe'f, 


—_— —— — wc _— - =—_ - CES | n—__ ———_ —— 


Lonaw , Printed for B,YY, 1674 


” 


| 


(3) 
PT TETTETFEEEFETEFEY 1 


g22T3TET 


Sad and lamentable NEWS 


from Rumford-: 


Being a Sad and True 


RELATION 


of one Wiliam Stapeller a Drover, who was carried before 
a Juftice, /and Examined, was put to find Bayl , but 
coming home to his Houſe, he hanged himſelf upon a 

» Horſes Rack or Manger ; upon Tueſday laſt , being the 
15th, of this Inſtant Seprewber, 1674, 


poor fſinſul Mortals, no ſooner can the ſinful and dread- 
ful Action of one be paſt , but that another appears : 
No ſooner can the dreadful Action of Theft be mentioned 
in the Mouth of a Man , but peradventure he ſhall preſent- 
ly hear of the like Action of | heft committed by another : 
If Reports fly abroad of Murther, ccmmitted upon the Bo- 
dy of Man or Woman ; no ſooner can the Fire of that be 
Kindled , but that another preſently appears, ſprings forth 
and is preſently heard of : VVe can harldly ſleep in our 
Beds but that we ſhall quickly hear of one ſad Accident or 
other, 


Gp and dreadſul now adays, are the Actions of 
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if you kear not of Tit, it 15 a r*ouſand to one if you 
dun't hear of Murder, if you con't tear of Myrcer, peral- 
venture but that you ſhall hcar of dread ul matters, con 
m.tted by one wretch or other, cither Murder, Theft, Rape, 
or ſuch like fail TraniaCtions, So that if a man had the 
Wiſdom of Solowsn, who writ ſo many Proverbs, and Cay- 
tions, and Almonitions, whereby the Sons of Men m'gh- be 
( if grace were , which they ſo much ſlight, given to them, 
to be) as a Guide to their'feet, and a Lanthorn to tier 
Pat's, t-> prevent and ſhun thoſe datnnable Courſes of the 
Devil, who is the chief Inſtrument, and contriver of the 
loſt an4 unlone eſtate of poor Mankind. 

But alas , my poor Genious 1s too weak , as to ſpeak one 
word ip a prop-r feuſc of thee things ; neither is this our 
Age iuſficient to blaſon ſorth ſo publick view the ſad Tran- 
ſactions 0. this our Age , committed by the Sons of nien: 
How dreadful is it to hear that atone Sell:ons, that one and 
twenty ſhould be juſtly Condemned , moſt thamefylly to 
ſuffer by the hind of Juſtic2, for their ſad and drea2ful Mur- 
ders and Thefts, by tem committed, God in mercy gragt 
that thoſe who were lately Executed , may be an Example, 
an ia Cauſe to make them yct remaining in Newgarr, and all 
others , to be forc-warned at the hearing of the cutting of, 
off the Nine of thoſe their Companions, whoſe lives were 
then juſtly Sacrificed by the hand of Juſtice for their jufk 
deſerts : that fo they may fear and dread the juſt hand of 
God, who over-ſces the ways of all men ; ant rightly judges 
and takes 3n Account of all that Men ſhall do , whether it 
be gocd or evil : As does appear even in this our days, 
for the dreadful News from the Sefſions Houſe , which e- 
ded but on.Fryday laſt , would affright one, but would not 
in the leaſt move the hcart of this our ſad Object, of whom 
we intend now to ſpeak of + VVe ſay, could not in the 
leaſt move him to Repentance ; but like 7-445, went and 
hanged himſelf, In the Town of //»ford in Efſex,ten miles 
from Loraen, lived a poor flinful wretch who regarded not 

the 
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the Law of God in the leaft ; neither gave he hced to his 


juſt hand of Revenge , upon thoic that obey not lis Com- 


mand ments. 

Let all good Chriſtian People". beg of God for Saving 
Grace , that may deliver t:em in tie day of evil, and in 
the hour of | emptation, 


This ſinful Wretch William Stapeler , by na'Tic was 4 man 
tratby outward view and appearance, was a ſal (infull Wre:ch, 
and a wicked and looſe Liver , fo that by the rep1t of his 
Neighbours , b- lived by little elſe but by pilfring and Rica'ing: 
Some r« ports, that he got his living altogether that way ; ſome 
ſays, it h.th been his practice all his live time, to rob and 
ſteal from his poor Nerghbours , and athers; Others ſay and 
reports , that if he had had his juſt due, he had been hanocd a 
year 2go for ſtealing; others reports, him to be as ſad a Wretch, 
for whoring, drinking, ſwcaring, ſtealing, and ſuch like as lived 
in thoſe parts : And yet although the Mercy of God was ſuch, 
as that his ſins went a long time unpun.ſhed., and that his noto- 
rious faults :fcaped withe u: puniſhment, 

Y-<t th:s poor Wretch , who was a Drover fo called , and 
uſually brought Cattel !0 Swirkfiela Market, and elſe where in 
Loriden , wonld not forbear his finf\il courſes , but having a 
Girt, abo':t thirteen) yea.s of age;, coming to his houſe to lodge, 
and coutinuing in his foute; vpn a time the Devil put it into 
his heart , to commit uuclcoiineſs with this tender Bud , and 
making his attempt, i.e was by (ods Providence, and the 
good education of the young Damfel . hindred of his Helliſh 
purpoſe : But he ſtill going on in his unbridled Luſt , he 
takes an advantage vpon a tine, when his Wife, and 
Children where our ofthe way , an! deluding the poor Girl 
into a private room , w''ere "e moſt barbarouſly , and moſt 
filthyly , and a abominably , commited rape , or raviſhment , 
upon the Body of this young Girl; who cndeavored with loud 
fhriks, and outcrys , tv have made this unhuman Wretch to 
be diſcovered ; although for a time it ſeemedto little purpoſe, 


but 
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tut ot ſergth, before hirdeportvre, ſhe wor Herd to ety out 


ond immediately Company came in, and underſtanding the 
matter , 2nd circumfiance of the buſineſs, of this beaſt ly rape, 
and rav.ſtmer.t, te was laid told on, and was carried 


before a Juſtice; and evicerce cemirg agairſt him, te was 


found guilty of his accuſation , for which the Juſtice was ſend- 
ing him to Goa! , but he pleadirg to go under Bail , it was at 
leygth granted him. 

And going t.cme withthe Conſtables , toprovice good (c- 
curity , te was acmitted to go into his cwn hooſe co the 
C onſtable , tut was as ttovgtt ſeverly watched by them; but 
he comirg into his horſe , told his Wife , that ke hav been be- 
fore a Juſtice, ind ttat he was to find Bail, cr clic to go to 
Gaol; 2nd morecver te told her , that if that he was accuſed 
for , ſhovid be proved agairft him at the Afſilcs, ke ſhould be 
targed ; thcre!cre he wouid get avay from the Conſtables , 
ard ſhiitfor himſelf , wi ereupon he gave her five ſhillings in 
mor.ey , and kiſ'ed her , and his hildren , and went out «t his 
back Coor , as though he had gene quite away from them all, 


But gees imm.cdiately into a Stable , where hetakes a line, 
:nd faſtning it to the Horſes rack , he moſt deſperately hangs 
kimfſelf : In th.c mean timc the Conſtable comes ſor him , and 
his poor forrow!ul W ife tells them , that ſhe knows not of 
him , but great ſcorch was made, but he could not be found. 
Eut after it was over , a Neighbouring woman came , and told 
his Wiſe , that ſhe ſee him go irito {uch a Barn ; but the Wo- 
man wculd not belicve her for along time , hoping that he had 
been further off then ſo. | 


But at length going to tat Stable', where the Woman told 
her , ſhe found him hanging dead upon the Horſes rack; ard 
ceming out , ſhe ſhriked, and crycd out in a moſt dreadful 
manner , tairirg her Fair, and wringing of hands, and beg- 


girg that he may be a warring to all looſe Liver. 
And 
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And that he ſo may , let every good Chriftian pow@r our 
their Praycrs to God Almighty , that hez may give wiſdom to 
the fooliſh , and grace to the gracelefs , that ſo they be pre- 
vented , from thoſe evil, and dreadful ends, as this poor Wretch 
of whom we have ſpoken, *2 

Which he committed upon bis awn Body , vpon the 15; of 
«this inſtant September, 


